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PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

BIOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF WASHINGTON

BIRD MIGRATION IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

BY WELLS W. COOKE,

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY.

The data on bird migration in the District contained in the
records of the Bureau of Biological Survey extend over a long
series of years. DBefore the Biological Survey was organized
Coues, Prentiss and Drexler collected assiduously during the
years 1858-1861 and have left notes on many hundred speci-
mens. Not many rccords accumulated during the next fifteen
years, but from the late seventies to the present time observa-
tions have been almost continuous.  On the organization of the
Biological Survey, very full notes were obtained for the six years
1886-1891 and, with the aid of the local Audubon Society, for
the past six years. The region covered by the District of Colum-
bia is nominally the country within a radius of ten miles of the
Capitol, but this limit has been exceeded to include a few notes
from contiguous territory.

It will be noticed that the records on fall migration are much
less full than forspring.  Some common birds have surprisingly
few fall dates, ¢. g. Marsh Wren, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Yellow
Warbler, Kentucky Warbler, Hooded Warbler, Warbling Vireo,
Rough-winged Swallow, Cliff Swallow and Baltimore Oriole.
Any one having notes on the date of fall departure of any of
the above species, will confer a favor by sending them to the
Biological Survey. :

The three tables that follow contain the names of 293 species—
all at present known to have occurred in the District. This is
one more species than is contained in the 1902 list of District
birds; the additional species is the Lawrence Warbler obtained
by Mr. Osgood, May 12, 1907.
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PERMANENT RESIDENTS.
The following species occur in the District throughout the
entire year:

Muchird. ® Pileated Woodpecker.
Robin.* Downy Woodpecker.
Carolina Chickadee. Iairy Woodpecker.® ¢
Tulted Titmouse. Great ITorned Owl.
White-hreasted Nuthatel. Sereech Owl.

(‘arolina Wren, Jarred Owl.
Mockinghird.* + Long-cared Owl.
Migrant Shrike. t Barn Owl.
Cedarbird.* Sparrow Ilawk.
Cardinal. Bald Eagle.

Nong Sparrow. Broad-winged Hawlk.
IField Sparrow.* Red-shouldered Hawk.
Groldtineh. Red-tailed Hawk.
English Sparrow. Cooper Hawk.

Red Cross=hill.+ Sharp-shinned Hawk.
Meadowlark.# Marsh Hawk.

Fizh Crow. Turkey Vulture.
C'row, Wild Turkey (formerly).
Blue Jay. ; Rutled Grouse.
Red-hellied Woodpecker. Job-white.
Red-headed Woodpecker.* Night Heron.*

Wood Duck.
* Rare in winter. -+ Rare in sumimer.

Rare or CasvaL VI=ITORS.

The following list includes the species that have been noted
only a few times in the Digtrict.  JMost of them are stragglers
but a few occur here regularly in small numbers. &

Bicknell Thrush.—October 3, 1885; May [4-18, 1888; May 17, 1892; May
24, 1895,

Northern Chickadee.—December 10, 18595 December 24, 18765 Decemiber
25, 1878; January 2-February 2, 18795 common Febrnary 21-April 19,
1885 ; October 19, 18496,

short-billed Marsh Wren.—>May 5, 18405 May 5, 18393,

Bewick Wren.—Has been noted in the spring of ten different years;
average date ol arrival April 4, carliest March 26, 18975 has remained
to July but not known to nest uml no feniales =een ; noted twice in fall,
November 24, 18895 December 22 1890,

Prothonotary Warbler.—May 2, 18615 May 17, 1888; May 11, 189+

Brewster Warbler.—May 15, 1885; May 1, 1845,

Lawrenee Warbler.—May 12, 1907,

Orange-crowned Warbler.—October 13, 1889 October 14, 1894,
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Tennessee Warbler.—May 6, 1809; May 15, 1904; May 7, 1905; not rare
in fall; average date of arrival September 5, earliest August 31, 1890;
average date of departure October 4, latest November 350, 1889,

Usnea Warbler.—This is the northern form of the Parula Warbler. It is
a comion migrant, but its records can not be separated from those of
the Parula.

Cerulean Warbler.—May 5, 1888; May 11, 1890; May 12, 1899; May 29,
1902; May 9 and 15, 1904; May 3 and 11, 1907; once reported in the
fall.

Yellow-throated Warbler.—The earliest dates are April 19, 1901; April
30, 1905; April 25, 1907; and the latest are September 7, 1881; Septem-
ber 4, 1890; August 20, 1893; breeds rarely near Dyke, Va.

Kirtland Warbler.—September 25, 1887.

Palm Warbler.-—Noted in the spring from April 22, 1885, to May 11, 1890,

“and in the fall from September 18, 1887, to October 11, 1861; probably
occurs each year, but is not distinguished from the Yellow Palm
Warbler.

Grinnell Water Thrush.—DMay 11, 1879; May 5, 1885; Angust 5, 1886,

Northern Yellow-throat.—Abundant migrant, but the reeords are not
separable from those of the Maryland Yellow-throat.

Philadelphia Vireo.—September 20, 1884; May 12, 1902; May 12, 1907.

Northern Shrike.—November 7, 1884; November G-December 26, 1887;
November 17, 1888; October 1, 1891; February 10, 1846; February 2,
1896.

Dickeissel. —Formerly a common breeder; now an accidental visitant.
The latest records are: one, May 31, 1887; three, August 4-5, 1890;
two, May-July, 189+

Jachman Sparrow.—April 29, 1896.

Montana Junco.—April 28, 1890.

Lark Sparrow.—August 25-27, 1877; August 8, 1886.

Nelson Sparrow.—September, 1862; September 18, 1893; September 26,
1893 ; May, 1906.

Lapland Longspur.—Several, December 11, 1886.

Snowflake.—One, November, 1886; a large flock, February 18, 1905.

Pine Finch.—February 25, 1879; March 6, 1885; March 6, 1887; October
24=November 8, 1887; January 22-29, 1888; May 19, 1888; October 24,
188Y; common, winter 1896-97; common, May 15-20, 1904; May 10,
1907.

Redpoll Linnet.—One, February 19, 1875; seven, February 12, 1899,

White-winged Crossbill.—One, about 1864; one, about 187+4; one, Novem-
ber, 1906; one, August 12, 1907. .

Pine Grosheak.—Several, January 23, 1888.

Bronzed Grackle.—April 17, 1886; April 6, 1887; February 22, 1888;
March 8, 1895; March 17-28, 1896; March 4, 1897; February 22, 1898,

Yellow-headed Blackbird.—Angust 29, 1892,

Horned Lark.—December 5, 1860; December 10-11, 1886; April 2, 1887;
November 25, 1888; April 7, 1889; October 29, 1889; March 29, 1891;
November 25, 1903.
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Prairic TTorned Lark.—Fcbruary 8, 1881; January 13-February 16, 18885
Augnst 11, 1889,

Olive-sided Flycateher.—One, Septemmber, 18315 one, May, 1887 one other
specimen, without date.

Arkansas Kingbird.—September 30, 1874,

Seissor-tailed Flycateher.—Onee.

Chuek-will’s-widow.—July 22, 1895; once, summer 1896.

Snowy Owl.—One, about 1859; one, November, 1885; one, December 30,
1890; about fifteen taken the winter of 1876-77,

Saw-whet Owl.—February 12, 1859; November 1, 18785 December, 1880
October, 1886; Deeenber, 18895 December 12, 1890; January 4 and
20, 1891; February 19, 1895,

Short-cared Owl.—April 12, 1859; April 20, 1861; March, 1862; Novem-
her 13, 1887.

Pigeon Hawk.—Neptember 7, 18785 September 25, 18705 October 15, 1884
October 13, 1884; September 4, 1800; November 10, 1801; April 13,
18985 April 22, 1900.

buck Hawk.—Deceeniber, 18735 October 23, 19005 one has been seen
several times in winter about the Post Office huilding.

Golden Eagle.—December 26, 1857; March 7, 18595 December 8 and 16,
18875 November 24, 1890,

Rough-legged Hawk.—Ome, 18595 December 24, 18795 one, winter 1880
December 3, 18825 two, March, 188S.

Goshawk.—One, before 18835 December 27, 18875 January 1, 1896,

Swallow-tailed Kite.—August 7, 1879; August 3, 18955 April 11, 1897.

Black Vulture.—Four, March 30, 1895; one July, 1896; one December 17,
1894,

Ground Dove.—Neptember, 1845 October 14, 1888,

Passenger Pigeon.—Formerly abundant, now extinet; the latest dates are:
September 18, 1877; April 5 and 4, 1887; Neptember 11 and October 19,
1889,

Turnstone,.—Thiree, about 18605 two, May, 1881,

Piping Plover.—March 25, 1881; May 3, 1884.

Semipalmated Plover.—Aungust 26, 18775 May 9, 187495 May 3, 1884; An-
gust 22, 18025 Angust S0-September 22, 18045 August 21, 18975 May 16—
25, 1906G; May 10, 1907. '

Golden Plover.—Onee taken nearly fifty years ago.

Long-billed Curlew.—Omnce taken on the Potomace River.

Rufl.—Neptember 3, 1894,

Willet.—A flock, August 10-11, 1803 ; other records without dates.

Sanderling.—September, 1874; October 24, 18835  three, September 22,
18045 two, September 26-30, 1898,

Western Sandpiper.—September 8, 11, 14, 22, 1804; Aungust 21-Septem-
ber 3, 1807,

Red-hacked Sandpiper.—October 220 18445 April 22, 18875 September 25,
18045 also on April 24 and November T1—year unrecorded.

Baird Sandpiper.—September 3 and 25, 1804,

Stilt Sandpiper.—September 8, 1885,
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Long-billed Dowitcher.—Seven, April, 1884,

Dowitcher.—One, September, 1879,

Northern Phalarope.—August 31, 1891,

Red Phalarope.—October 17, 1885,

Florida Gallinule.—Oue, 1863; October 15, 1830; August [2-September 7,
1892; September 1, 18935 April 19, 1892,

Black Rail.—Omne, September, 18615 one, ahout 1880,

Yellow Rail.—November 17, 18935 Octoher 4, 18795 April 14, 1803,

Clapper Rail.—September 8, 1882,

King Rail.—December 16, 1889; November 7, 1891; December 21, 18925
young, June 26, 189:3.

Sandhill Crane.—Onee, many years ago.

Yellow-crowned Night [eron.—Once, August, 1901.

Little Blue Heron.—A large lock, August, 1875; July 27 1878; August 6-
13, 18795 Angust 29, 18805 July 29, 1894 August 2, 1896; July 16, 190,

Mnowy Heron.—IHas been reported several times in early fall; some of
these records are probably the Little Blue Heron in the white phase.

American Egret.—July 22, about 18585 May 30, 18915 July 8, 29, August
2, 18945 in the early days of the District this species was quite common
in August.

Least Bittern.—May 19, 1859; September 19, 18815 August 12, 1892; May
22, 18035 August 14, 18955 August 3, 18995 May 18, 1907; young,
Augnust 1, 1894,

American Bittern.—April 30, 18595 November 3-7, 1860; April 8, 1879;
April 13, 18835 April 1, 1801; March 22, 1894; August 8, 18945 July
15, 1899,

Glossy Ihis.—One record about 18175 one other record.

Wood Ihis.—July 2, 18925 July 18, 20, 27, 1896.

Whistling Swan.—Average date of arrival in the fall, November 6,
earliest October 15, 1901; very rare in spring, March 25, 1831; March
22 1007,

Brant.—December 16, 1858,

Surf Seoter.—December 11, 18535 February 19 and April 10, 1859,

White-winged Scoter.—November, 1880; October 14, 18825 October 28,
18845 April 18, 1892,

American Seoter.—Onee, many years ago.

American Eider.—Onee, many years ago.

Old-squaw.—April, 18563 April 15, 18815 April 3, 18895 October 20, 1889;
April 20, 1806; one winter record.

Bufllchead.—January 29 and April 10, 1859; April 3, 1876; one other
record in November.

Barrow Golden-eye.—Recorded, hut doubtfal.

Shoveler,—October 28, 1857; September 21, 18945 October 3, 1901,

Furopean Teal.—One, April, 1885,

Baldpate.—Oceurs, hut no specifie dates.

European Widgeon.—October 16, 1892; once in spring.

Gadwall.—One about 1860; a Hock, August 24, 1884,
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Red-breasted Merganser.—Regular winter resident, but seldom reported;
secn, October 23, 1892,

White Pelican.—One, 1863 ; one, April, 1864; two, fall, 1864; one, October,
1878.

Double-crested Cormorant.—One, 1859; July 19, 1884; November, 1884;
two, April 19, 1896; one, October 1, 1896.

Audubon Shearwater.—One record, probably correct.

Leach Petrel.—One, August, 1842; two about 1859; one, June 7, 1801;
one, probably this species, January, 1878.

Hawaiian Petrel.—Two, August 29, 1893.

Wilson Petrel.—One about 1859. .

Black Skimmer.—September 8, 1858.

Black Tern.—August 17, 1878; September 18, 18825 September 1-18,
1893; August 20-September 22, 1894; August 15-Neptember 3, 1897;
August 17, 18985 August 22, 1900.

Least Tern.—One about 1858-9; one August 17, 1878.

Common Tern.—One about 1860; a flock of twelve, May 7, 1394,

Forster Tern.—One, 1876.

Caspian Tern.—September 29, 1896; two, October 4, 1896.

Gull-billed Tern.—Once in the fall.

Laughing Gull.—Two, Septeruber 24, 1804; other records without dates.

Ring-billed Gull.—January 23, March 13, April 28, 1887; March 30,
April 1, 1890; February 5, 1900.

Brunnich Murre.—Several late December, 1896,

Red-throated Loon.—One, spring, 1882; October 20, 1889; November 15,
18925 October 50, 1904,

Loon.—September, 1877; November 4, 1831; December, 1885; October
25-27, 1887; May 1-2, 188s; October 25, 1894; May 24, 1896; June 2,
1907,

Pied-billed Grebe.—September 6, 1845; April 10, 1879; November 3,
1884; April 24, 1887; August 27, 1890; April 21, 1894; September
21-25, 1894.

Holboell Grebe.—Septemiber 30, 1877,



